September 14, 2020
Dear Golden Eagle Families:
The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), the
Federal agency that oversees all school cafeterias and their funding, released nine (9)
nationwide waivers related to the National School Lunch Program (NSLP). One of the
waivers permits School Food Authorities (school districts) to serve all school students—
regardless of income—free breakfasts and lunches on school days, until December 31,
2020, contingent upon the availability of Federal funding.
This means that ALL Somerset Area School District students are now temporarily qualified
for free breakfasts and lunch on school days, until Christmas break, unless a Federal funding
shortfall cuts the program waiver short.
What do Golden Eagle families need to know about
the free breakfast and lunch program?
 The meals are available for school-aged children on school days
 Students will still need to provide their lunch PIN numbers because the District must
account for each meal
 The program is funded by the Federal government
 As of now, the program expires on the last day of school before Christmas break
 The program does not eliminate existing lunch debt; however, it does provide a good
chance for those with outstanding balances to get caught up on payments
 Families still must complete their applications for free and reduced lunches for this
school year since the waiver lasts only until Christmas break. If your family qualifies
for free and reduced lunches, meal applications must be completed, submitted, and
processed as soon as possible.
 For a lunch to be considered free, it must adhere to the NSLP guidelines. This means
that your child must pick the correct components for a “Type A” lunch. For instance,
even if a child does not like apples, he or she must take an apple for the lunch fall into
the “Type A” category and be free. If he or she does not take one or more required
components of the “Type A” lunch, the student’s lunch account must be charged.
Although taking food that one does not want may seem illogical, it is a very strict rule

that all schools must require students to follow. Cafeteria staff will encourage
students to take all components of the lunch in order to make it qualify as a “Type A.”
Please discuss this with your children so they are careful to take everything needed
for a free lunch.
 Remember, students can always bring home pre-packaged or fruit items they do not
eat at school.
Students must take the following items for a lunch to be
considered “Type A”:
 Fruits: One full cup of fruit (or optional vegetables)
 Grain: Two servings of whole grains (Meat may be
used in place of a grain, as long as one grain
serving is already part of the meal)
 Milk: One cup of milk
The best advice is to tell your child to listen to the cafeteria staff and take all items
they suggest in order to be sure he/she is eating a Type A lunch. Otherwise, the
student’s account must be charged.
Somerset Area School District’s online students in all grades
can take part in the free breakfast and lunch program by
learners
calling (814) 444-3216 to register. Once you register,
it will be assumed that families will pick up the
get free
meals on most days. The pickup location for
breakfasts and
online student meals is the Senior High School
cafeteria, in the parking lot behind the pool, between
lunches?
1:15 PM and 1:30 PM. Students do not need to be present for
meal pickup, but the individual picking up the meal must report the student(s) name and
lunch PIN number(s). As a reminder, meals can be picked up for Somerset Area School
District students only.
How can SASD

Questions can be directed to Mrs. Jean Hemminger, National School Lunch Program
Coordinator, at (814) 444-3216.
Sincerely
The Somerset Area School District

